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SUBJECT: MEAT: POSSIBLE U.S. RESTRICTIONS 

REF: STATE 275226 

1. AMBASSADOR CONRADO C. BECKMANN, UNDERSECRETARY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS CALLED 
IN COMATT DECEMBER 13 AND EXPRESSED CONCERN REGARDING 
POSSIBLE RE-IMPOSITION OF U.S. QUOTAS OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS ON 
IMPORTS OF FRESH MEAT. HIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR ON COMMODITIES 
MADE A CAREFULLY PREPARED PRESENTATION. (EMBASSY HAD NOT BEEN 
ADVISED BEFORE HAND THE SUBJECT OF THE CALL.) SAID GOA WAS 
CONCERNED THAT U.S. REQUEST FOR SPECIAL MEETING OF SCCN WOULD 
BE A PRELIMINARY STEP TOWARDS IMPOSING RESTRICTIONS. EXPRESSED 
FEAR THAT U.S. RESTRICTIONS ON FRESH MEAT IMPORTS WOULD DIVERT 
THIRD COUNTRY FRESH MEAT EXPORTS TO MARKETS NOW SUPPLIED BY 
ARGENTINA. IN ADDITION, GOA FEARS THAT SUCH RESTRICTIONS 
WOULD IN LONG TERM ADVERSELY AFFECT ARGENTINE EXPORTS OF 
CANNED AND COOKED FROZEN MEAT BY INCREASING U.S. PRODUCTION. 

2. ARGENTINE OFFICIALS ALSO EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OVER 
WHAT THEY TURNED A STRONG CAMPAGIN IN U.S. TO INCLUDE 
CANNED MEAT IN PL 480 PROGRAM. THEY EXPRESSED HOPE 

THAT USG WOULD NOT INCLUDE MEAT PRODUCTS IN PL 480 PROGRAM 
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WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH ARGENTINA. 
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